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Parent Association collected 1950 QR for the security guard, Mr. 
Suranga. He would like to express his gratitude to the parents at 
QFI School for their generous support through the PA and 
individual contributions.
Thank you to all parents, students and sta� members who 
helped to make the non-uniform day a success. With your help, 
the PA raised 6,427 QR for the school garden.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  
NATALIE BROWNING

laries, pass tests, study at prestigious colleges 
and land well-paying jobs -- but so that they can 
experience the same joy that I derive from it. How 
can we help our children love reading? I believe 
the answer is to get great books into their hands. 
And whether they read or not, reading aloud to 
them is a wonderful way to both connect with 
your kids and foster a love of literacy. 
The following link presents, some Qatar Finland 
family's’ favorites ( link https://qfispa.wix-
site.com/qfispa/parent-resources)

 I honestly cannot imagine life without books. They 
have taken me to lands of wizards, elves, hobbits 
and orcs; to dystopian futures, modern day 
Pakistan, 19th century England, WWI Middle East, 
an 1850 Minnesota farmstead. I have been stranded 
in the middle of the Pacific Ocean during WWII, 
blind surviving the same war in France, living on the 
streets of San Francisco as a homeless woman, 
inside the life of a middle school boy with a facial 
deformity... I laugh, I cry, I break outside of my 
world, I learn what it is to be human. I want my kids 
to read-- not only so they can have  a large vocabu-

To maintain and foster a constructive partnership 
between school sta� and parents in the interests of 
the school and children.
To act as a vehicle of discussion, learning and posi-
tive action.
To enhance programs o�ered by QFI School and 
work towards achieving these goals through fund-
raising and other activities.
To create a community where ideas and information 
are shared, new families are welcomed, and learning 
is promoted. This is done in a respectful and collabo-
rative manner.
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Events
 “ Custom Swap”

If you are looking for a custome for your child for Character Day, or looking to get rid of ones you 
already have, there is a solution! The Parent Association is organizing a Custom Swap from 7:00 
to 8:30AM at the school canteen. Anyone who brings a custom to exchange  gets a ticket to 
be used to get another costume. Otherwise, a payment of 30 QAR will be collected to obtain a 
costume. Funds will be used by the PA to support various projects. 

NOV 23 “Character Day and 
  Used Book Sale”

We are looking forward to working with teachers and parents to organize events, charities and 
fundraising initiatives for the 2017-2018 school year! 

Students are encouraged to come to school dressed as their favourite character. Activities 
throughout the day will centre around promoting literacy.
Additionally, for those looking for new-to-you books, the Parent Association will be hosting a 
Used Book Sale. Parents are asked to bring book donations, educational games, dvds, and 
puzzles beginning October 30. Volunteers are needed to help with setup, cleanup and selling 
books.Proceeds of the sale will go towards the library and garden initiative.

Come enjoy a sweet treat and refreshments, brought to you by the parents at QFI School. 
Proceeds will go towards the support sta� at our school. Let’s show the support sta� how much 
we appreciate the hard work they do for our children. Watch for a message from the PA looking 
for volunteers to donate baked goods and help with selling the products.

DEC 7 “Bake Sale”

NOV 8

On Thursday, October 26, the PA hosted a session on Qatari Culture. Our speak-
er, Tanirt has lived in Qatar since 2008 and provided great insight into local 
culture and customs. She talked about the amazing hospitality she encountered 
when she moved to Doha. She provided a brief overview of traditional dress, the 
inner-workings of male and female majalis’, and the influences of other cultures 
upon the food typically eaten in Qatar. There were several questions and Tanirt 
answered them all with interesting details. We learned about proper greetings 
among people of the opposite sex, as well as the naming customs for when a 
woman gets married and gives birth to her first son. We also learned about 
differences between practices based on religion versus those that are simply 
cultural preferences. Finally, Tanirt shared her opinion on a few tips to help 
expats living in Qatar. She recommends that we express an interest in local 

Parent Events 
Qatari Culture Q&A - October 26  HIGHLIGHTS

culture, learn to say a few words in 
Arabic, and appreciate the Qatari 
hospitality. So, the PA would like to 
say “shukran” to Tanirt for taking 
the time to share this information 
with us. By Ms Kelly Nelson

How many times do you need to honk the car 
in the morning to get your 7th grader from 
her dressing room to step into the car, so you 
can get her to school in time? Do you have to 
rouse your 12- year-old son from reverie back 
to focus on accomplishing his homework? 
Does your teen-aged son refuses to walk 
beside you or feel embarrassed to be seen 
with his parents at the mall? Should you be 
alarmed?, and how would you manage these 

Ms. Baaklini Organizes 
Parent-Counselor Sessions 
for Middle School Parents
By Mrs Melody Cabibihan

tweens and teens?  These are a few questions 
that Ms. Amal Baaklini, the school counselor, 
seeks to answer in the sessions that she holds 
for our middle-school parents. In the 
previous two sessions that she organized in 
October, Ms. Baaklini described how the 
mind of the middle-schooler works; 
discussed the developmental tasks that 
adolescents go through; and di�erentiated 
typical from problem behaviors.  She intends 
to hold sessions regularly, once a month. 
Parents of students from Grade 6 to Grade 8 
are welcome to join. Please watch out for her 
announcements in Class Dojo and please feel 
free to email her at amal.baaklini@qfisch-
ool.com for any queries.
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